WHAT   THE    PEOPLE   DID    NOT   KNOW

without any military leadership, could only put up what
resistance their small means allowed.

In the second fortnight of September 1936, there made
their appearance at the Ministry of War certain Generals
and Chiefs of the Soviet Army who were supposed to be
"Military technicians" and were known as c'friendly
advisers". I held the office then of Operations Chief to
the General Staff of the War Ministry and by order of my
superiors I entered into relationship with them. From
that day onwards light arms began to arrive, and I
noticed that these were not given out in equal quantities,
but that there was a marked preference for the units which
made up the so-called Fifth Regiment, a name which
perhaps might better be translated as the hive of Com-
munism. The fighting members of other parties and
syndicates were anxiously begging for arms without
getting them, so that I realised the danger of this pre-
ference for the Communists, and on more than one
occasion I informed the High Command that this pre-
ferential treatment would inevitably cause jealousy and
suspicion among the men, and what was more would soon
bring about the accession of the Communist Party to
power.

This party, observing what my opinion was, with the
underhandedness which characterised it, started a cam-
paign of discredit against me and convinced the Minister
of War that I was not the most suitable person to fill the
office of Operations Chief because I had the faults of
violence and pessimism.